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Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a Final Office Action. Claims 1-22 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 9-11, 13, 14 and 16-22 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kettler et al . (U.S. 
Publication 2002/0083673) in view of Morita et al . (U.S. Patent 
No. 4, 943, 612) . 

Regarding Claim 1, Kettler discloses a wood panel (Page 2, 
paragraph 0026) with a tongue and groove configuration (Figure 
1) . Kettler does not disclose coating the tongue or groove with 
a polymer film with a Tg higher than about -15 degrees C. 
Morita discloses a polymer film (Column 3, lines 61, 62) having 
a Tg higher than -15 degrees C (Column 3, line 57) . It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to coat the tongue or groove of 
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the panel in Kettler with the polymer in Morita because Morita 
teaches this polymer is used with wood products as an adhesive 
(column 14, lines 9-14), and it is well known in the art to use 
adhesives in wooden tongue and groove connections. 

Regarding Claims 2 and 3, Kettler in view of Morita 
disclose the Tg is, per Claim 2, between -10 to 65 degrees C 
and, per Claim 3, 0 to 4 0 degrees C. Column 3, line 57. 

Regarding Claims 4-6, Kettler in view of Morita does not 
disclose, per Claim 4, a moisture content less than 2 weight 
percent based on the solids content; per Claim 5, a pendulum 
hardness from 10 to 160 pendulum; and per Claim 6 a pendulum 
hardness of 20 to 120 pendulums. It would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art as a matter of design choice to have these 
limitations because Applicant failed to state a criticality for 
having these limitations and it is inherent the claimed 
invention has moisture content and pendulum hardness. Further 
the prior art of record is capable of being made with these 
limitations . 

Regarding Claim 7, Kettler in view of Morita discloses an 
ethylenically unsaturated monomer (Column 8, lines 4-12) . 
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Regarding Claim 9, Kettler in view of Morita discloses a 
plasticizer (Column 3, line 59) . 

Regarding Claim 10, Kettler in view of Morita discloses the 
polymer solution comprising polyvinyl alcohol (Column 11, line 
53) . 

Regarding Claim 11, Kettler in view of Morita discloses the 
polymer solution comprises surfactants (Column 11, line 3) . 

Regarding Claim 13, Kettler in view of Morita disclose the 
claimed invention except for the limitation of the plasticizer 
in the range of 0 to 10 percent weight based on the dry solids 
and a second polymer film having a plasticizer less than 15 
percent weight based on the dry solids. It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art as a matter of design choice to use 
these limitations because Applicant failed to state a 
criticality for having these limitations and the prior art of 
record is capable of being made in with these limitations. 

Regarding Claim 14, Kettler in view of Morita discloses the 
tongues and grooves are wood based (Kettler paragraph 0026) . 

Regarding Claim 16, Kettler in view of Morita discloses a 
floor covering according to Claim 1 (Kettler paragraph 0003) . 
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Regarding Claim 17, the parquet board in Kettler is capable 
of being used as a wall covering. 

Regarding Claim 18, Kettler in view of Morita discloses 
providing an interlocking unit with tongues and grooves (Kettler 
Figure 1) , applying a polymer on the tongue or groove (Morita 
Column 14, lines 9-15) and forming a film (Column 3, lines 61, 
62) with a Tg higher than -15 degrees C (Column 3, line 57) . 

Regarding Claim 19, Kettler in view of Morita discloses the 
Tg is between -10 to 65 degrees C (Column 3, line 57) . 

Regarding Claim 20, Kettler in view of Morita discloses an 
ethylenically unsaturated monomer (Kettler, Column 8, lines 5- 
12) and at least one plasticizer (Column 3, line 59) . 

Regarding Claim 21, Kettler in view of Morita discloses a 
floor covering according to Claim 7 (Kettler paragraph 0003) . 

Regarding Claim 22, the parquet board in Kettler is capable 
of being used as a wall covering. 

Claims 8 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kettler and Morita, further in view of 
Lelli et al . (U.S. Patent No. 6,617,386). 

Regarding Claim 8, Kettler in view of Morita discloses the 
claimed invention except for the use of polyvinyl acetate. 
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Lelli discloses a finish employing polyvinyl acetate. It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to add polyvinyl acetate to the 
mixture in Morita because polyvinyl acetate aids in the adhesion 
process of the mixture. 

Regarding Claim 15, Kettler discloses an interlocking unit 
(Figure 1) with tongues and grooves but does not disclose a 
polymeric coating. Morita discloses a polymeric film (Column 3, 
lines 61-63) having a Tg between -10 to 65 degrees C (Column 3, 
line 57) and a plasticizer (Column 3, line 59) . Morita does not 
disclose using polyvinyl acetate in the film. Lelli discloses a 
finish with polyvinyl acetate. It would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to add the film in Morita to the wood in 
Kettler because Morita teaches that the material can be used on 
wood (Column 124, lines 9-15) . Further adding the polyvinyl 
acetate in Lelli to the material in Morita is obvious because it 
would help in the adhesion properties of the material in Morita. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kettler and Morita, further in view of 
Rockrath et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,410,646). 
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Regarding Claim 12, Kettler in view of Morita discloses the 
claimed invention except for the addition of etherified amino 
resin. Rockrath discloses a coating having ethylenically 
unsaturated monomers (Column 6, lines 62-63) and employing 
etherified amino resin (Column 8, lines 29-31) . It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to use this resin in the 
mixture in Morita because Rockrath teaches that it is well known 
in the art to add such a composition (Column 8, lines 24-28) . 

Response to Arguments 

2. The following addresses applicant's remarks dated 17 
September 2007. 

That a polymer film is not the same a polymer latex (remarks 
page 7) : 

The examiner, respectfully, is unclear as to applicant's 
position that the Morita (cited above) reference discloses a 
polymer latex, which is not a polymer film. The examiner cites 
Column 3, lines 60 and following that the polymer latex is a 
film (see also Col. 4, lines 5 and following), that is used as 
an adhesive with wood products (Col. 14, lines 10 and 
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following) . Thus the Morita reference, therefore, satisfies the 
limitation. 

Conclusion 

3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to William 
V. Gilbert whose telephone number is 571.272.9055. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 08:00 to 17:00 EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be 
reached on 571.272.6777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPT0 Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




